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MR. TAMBASCO: It is October 11. The time is 
12:37. I'm Mike Tambasco, assigned to the World 
Trade Center Task Force, conducting an interview 


into the events of September 11, at the World 


Trade Center. Today I'll be interviewing 


CAPTAIN NAHMOD: Captain ABDO NAHMOD. 


BY MR. TAMBASCO: 


Q. Where were you assigned that day, Captain? 
A. Operations. 
Q. If you'd be good enough to just try to tell 


us what you saw, what you did. Go right ahead. 

A. On that given morning, I was assigned to the 
office of operations, and I was spending some time with 
Lieutenant Mann, who was taking over the medical data 
base for operations, and we were on the 7th Floor when 
somebody up there said that the World Trade Center was 
just hit by a plane. 

At this point, we went to the window. We 
looked and, sure enough, we saw visible flames coming 
from the top of the World Trade Center. 

Many people began to respond in different 
vehicles, and at one point, I responded with EMT 


Richard Zarrillo, the special events coordinator, with 


— 


Mr. Drury from BITS in his vehicle to get down to the 
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World Trade Center. 


At this point, I communicated with Chief 


Peruggia via the land line, and we were directed to 


report to 7 World Trade to set up OEM. Both myself and 


EMT Zarrillo went to the 23rd Floor of 7 World Trade 
and began to log onto the terminals, as well as inform 


the citywide dispatch supervisor that we were 


activating OEM at this time, and operations were to 


begin. 


Moments thereafter, we were advised by the 


staff at OEM that we were to vacate the building, that 


they believed there was another possible plane on its 
way, and proceeded down the stairwell of 7 World Trade 


all the way down to the ground floor. 


Upon getting outside to 7 World Trade, I saw 


Chief Peruggia and Captain Stone, and I believe one of 


the EMTs from the Division 1 command outside. 


At this point, we were trying to establish a 


command center, as well as treatment and transport 


sector. I believe Chief Peruggia was trying to 


establish communication, and I was directed to move 
down to the garage area of the 7 World Trade where 


there were four bays, one having a truck in it and 


three that were open, and at that point, I believe 
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there were some EMTs and one medic unit in front of 7 


World Trade building. 


At this point, we tried to gather all our 


equipment, gather som quipment from 7 World Trade, 


set up a treatment area at the bottom, and we were met 


by one of the doctors from OMA. I don't recall his 


name at this point. 


Q. Did you happen to recognize any of the guys 


that were in the ambulances, either the medics or the 


EMTs ? 

A. No, I never worked Manhattan, and I really 
don't know. I know a few were from St. Clare's, and 
one was from New York Hospital, and a few were 
municipal units, but I didn't recognize any of the 
folks there. 

I'd say within 20 minutes to a half an hour 
of being down there or trying to set everything up, all 
of a sudden a loud noise, rubble, and sand, and dust -- 


everything just started toppling down. 


We did have one patient there that walked in 
for an eye injury, an older gentleman. He was sitting 
by the loading dock, and I was right next to him. 


Also, when this started happening, everybody started 


going to the main lobby. 
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At this point, I tried to cover this 


gentleman up with myself and then remained in the 


loading dock curled up in the corner. 


Time passed. Couldn't tell you if it was 


five minutes or 50 minutes, but everything seemed dark, 


everything seemed black, and there were lots of sand, 


and rubble, and grit, and dirt and debris on top of 


myself and this gentleman. 


When everything cleared, I believe I saw 


Commissioner Tierney walking out of 7 af 
everybody that we saw was accounted for 
initially, as far as the providers. We 


this gentleman onto a stretcher of the S$ 


unit. We put him on the stretcher and s 


him northbound. I believe we were origi 
probably turned up West, and we went wit 


gentleman up West. 


ter that, and 
that was there 
tried to assist 
t. Clare's 


tarted wheeling 


nally on Vesey, 


h this 


QO. North on West? 
A. North on West, and I believe their ambulance 
was a block or two blocks away. I assume they put him 


in the ambulance and went on from there. 


Shortly after that, I was proceeding north on 


West Street, and then I heard another loud noise and 


looked behind, and, sure enough, it looked like the 
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building was coming down. By then I managed to get to 


Stuyvesant High School and huddled in the doorway with 


a number of ESU cops and firefighters, and once again, 


the dust, and the debris and everything else came down, 


and shortly thereafter we started to look around for 


anybody that was hurt. 


We started going back towards the collapse 


site. We did manage to see a FDNY EMS command car with 
the windows broken, but the radio still working and 
running, I believe on West and Chambers. There I 


believe I saw, once again, Chief Peruggia and Chief 


Butler, and a number of other people starting to 


gather. 


We started to try to establish some kind of 


communication, but the radios weren't functioning all 


that well. We stayed at that point until we managed to 


set up a treatment sector, and so on and so forth, but 


in the interim, I remember seeing Chief Carasquillo up 
by River Street and Chambers. I did wander that way 
and then made it back towards West and Chambers. I 


think West and Chambers might have happened after I saw 


Chief Carasquillo. 


I did see Eric Hanson with the LSU by the 


river and Chambers, as well a number of other units 


there. 
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From there, resources started to come in. 


Radios started to work. We managed to locate the MERV 


driver who was on Chambers Street and West Street -- 


and River Street and managed to pull the MERV down. 


Then we began to set up different sectors, so on and so 


forth. 


I spent a good portion of the afternoon with 


the MERV, the latter part of that evening with the 


communications sector, and went home, I think, two days 


later or a day and a half later, and then came back on 


something ] 


Tha 


Q. Any 


like Thursday. 


t's it. 


thing else you want to do add into it? 


Any feelings about it? Anything at all? 


A. 7 


That's real 


The 


lly 


only thing is I'm lucky to be alive. 


the bottom line. 


If the building went the other way, I was 


standing across the street, you know. You don't know 


the outcome, 


so that's it. 


MR. TAMBASCO: In that case, thank you for 


the interview. This is interview will be 


concluded at 1246 hours. 


